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HE SECRETS OF
SPRINGTIME! There is

much excitement in the
Division and the
Department of History
next door, but I can't tell

you about it! Oh, I can put the
cause in a general category for
you: a six-member search
committee seeking to make
the first permanent
appointment to the Heiko A.
Oberman Chair in Late
Medieval and Reformation
History has nominated finalists
to the History Department,
which has voted to bring those
finalists to campus for
interviews, We are permitted to
do this despite the widespread
discouragement of hiring
anybody at all in the midst of
the current dire economic
downtum in the State of
Arizona. The reason for our
privilege is that we raised the
money. To put this fact
another way: you have given
the money to the Oberman
Endowment. Your extraordinary
generosity, along with a three-
year endowment interest
matching grant from the
Provost's office, has made it
possible for us to proceed,
even as we strive to raise the
still-lacking half million dollars
to complete this fund. At the
moment of completion, the
Oberman Research Collection
will pass entirely to the UA

Libraries.
When you receive this, and

intermittently throughout the
month of April, some of the
world's leading scholars in this
field will be coming to campus.
This is a magnificent spring,
one that we and all our donors
have yearned for! I cannot
reveal more. Yet this armor of
confidentiality has its chinks.
Those of you who live in
Tucson are welcome to come
to each candidate's research
presentation. Call 621-1 284 to
find out when and where each
of these will take place.

Soon, very soon, we shall be
able to announce the name of
the person appointed to the
Oberman Chair-one of two
hundred such chairs that
President Robert Shelton
envisions in the UA's future.
Ours is about to be reality.

It is no secret, however, that
Danielle Thu has consented to
join the Division's Board of
Advisors. She is the daughter
and stepdaughter respectively
of the late Ora DeConcini
Martin and Morris Martin.
Thereby another distinguished
member of this illustrious family
continues its support of our
program. Danielle brings her
personal expertise in education
and business and her
enthusiasm for the UA.
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Division News
Congratulations
Tom Donlan, Division doctoral student,
won a UA College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences Research Institute Grant and a UA
History Department Richard A. Cosgrove
Graduate Award to assist him in traveling to
Moulins, France, where he began work on
his intended dissertation topic In archives
relating to Francois de Sales, Jeanne de
Chantal, and the Order of the Visitation.
More recently, he was awarded a UA
Medieval, Renaissance, and Reformation
Committee/College of Humanities Graduate
Fellowship to assist in his retum to France
for further research. Donlan plans to take his
doctoral preliminary exams next winter.

CynthlaAnn Gonzales, History Department
doctoral student of Professor Helen Nader,
earned the Ph.D. this March when she
successfully defended her dissertation, laking
It to Court: Litigating Women in the City of
Valencia, 1550-1600:

Julie Kang, Division doctoral student, won
a Turvllie Fellowship and a Sweetow
Fellowship from the UA History Deparment
to assist in her dissertation research in
French archives on the conversion/
reconversion of seventeenth-century
Huguenot women and girls.

Julie Kang and Mary Kovel, tied as
winners of the 2006-2007 UA Group for
Early Modern Studies (GEMS) Prize for the
best interdisciplinary essay by a GEMS
graduate certificate student.

Mary Kovel, Division doctoral student,
won a University of Warwick-Newberry
Library Fellowship to partldpate in the
Mellon Thematic Residential Workshop in
Renaissance and Early Modem Studies on
the topic of "Belief and Unbelief In the
Early Modern Period."

Conferences/ Publlcation s
Professor David L. Grelzbord,
Associate Professor of Judaic Studies and
associated faculty of the Division, presented
a paper on "The Sephardi Legacy" at the
Arizona Jewish Historical Soedty in Phoenix
this January. He Is also currently teaching a
Sekhel va-Lev mini-course on "Exploring
Sephardi Identity: History and Memory."

Professor Susan C. Karan t-Nunn,
Division Director, attended the American
Society of Church History's annual meeting
in January in Washington, DC, where she
was a presenter in a session entitled" A
Critical Appreciation of the Scholarship of
Scott H. Hendrix." In February, she gave
an invited lecture at the University of
Copenhagen on the "Emotional Dimensions
of Liturgy," and another at the University of
Odense on the "Emotions of Witches." In
April, she is the invited St. Robert
Southwell, S.J., Lectures Series speaker at
Fordham University where she will present
"The Virgin's Tears: Continuities in Early
Modem Catholicism:" while in New York,
she will also be the guest in Division

CynthiaAnn Gonzales, third from left, with doctoral committee (L to Ri, Professors
Susan C. Karant-Nunn, Helen Nader, and Alison Futrell.

alumnus Professor James Blakeley's
dass at St. Joseph's College on long Island.

We would like to thank the following for
their service on the Oberman Chair Search
Committee: chair. Susan C. Kerent-Nunn,
Professor of Early Modem European History:
Sean Clark, graduate student: Susan A.
Crane, Associate Professor of Modem
European History: Alison Futrell,
Associate Professor of Roman History:
David L. Gralzbord, Associate Professor
of Judaic Studies: and Douglas R. Weiner,
Professor of Soviet and Modern Russian
History.

Alumni
Professor Michael W, Bruening,
University of Missouri, Rolla, won a grant
from the Swiss National Science Foundation
for summer research In Switzerland to work
his project, "The Unedited Correspondence
of Pierre Vlret."

Professors Robert and Victoria
Christman, both of Luther College, Iowa,
welcomed with great joy the birth of their
second daughter, Elsa Louise Christman,
7 pounds 10 ounces, on December 5,
2007.

Professor Thomas de Mayo, J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community College, Richmond,
Virginia, published "The Demonology of
William of Auvergne: By Fire and Sword"
(Edwin Mellen Press, 2007), based on his
doctoral dissertation. Professor Emeritus
Alan E. Bernstein, UA, contributed the
foreword.

Professor Peter Dykema, Arkansas Tech
University, received tenure and was
advanced to the rank of Assodate Professor.

Professor Andrew Col/n Gow,
University of Alberta, Edmonton, was
appointed Mercator Professor by the

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft for 2008.
He will spend a semester at the Chair for
Medieval History at the University of
Augsburg working on the destruction of
synagogues and their replacement by
churches, mainly dedicated to Mary, in the
later Middle Ages.

Professor Marjory Lange, Western
Oregon University, is presenting a paper,
"Gilbert of Hoyland's Homely Theology." at
the Cistercian Studies Conference during
the Intemational Congress on Medieval
Studies in Kalamazoo, Michigan, in May.
With a pianist, she is also preparing a short
violin recital of "Elne kleine Abendmusik"
for the congress.

Friends of the Division

Senator Dennis DeConclnl, with co-
author Jack L. August, Jr., won a Southwest
Book Award for his autobiography, "Senator
Dennis DeConcini: From the Center of the
Aisle"
(UA Press, 2006).

Congratulations to Mr. Johnny Helenbolt
and Dr. Jennifer Carrell Helenbolt, the
proud new parents of WiJllam Jorge-LUIS
Helenbolt, bom November 2007 .•
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2008 Town and Gown Lecture

David Cressy, Ohio State University
by Paul Buehler, doctoral student

~

n Wednesday.
February 6. the

./ Division welcomed
' / David Cressy.

Humanities
Distinguished Professor of
History at Ohio State University.
for its 22 nd Annual Town and
Gown Lecture. Professor Cressy
is a social and cultural historian
of early modern England who
has received numerous
professional honors. including
the John Ben Snow Prize of the
North American Conference on
British Studies (1998) and the
Philip Schaff Prize of the
American Society for Church
History (1999). Both were
received for his book. "Birth.
Marriage and Death: Ritual.
Religion and the Life Cycle in
Tudor and Stuart England." first
published in 1997. The venue
for the lecture was Holsclaw
Hall in the UA School of Music.

The theme of Professor
Cressy's lecture was dangerous.
seditious. and undutiful speech
in England from the reign of
Henry VIII through the onset of
the English Civil War under
Charles I. His purpose was to
point out that. in early modern
England. speech that criticized
the personal character of the
monarchs was believed to
threaten political stability by
undermining royal authority.
Under those conditions. no
reported conversation
pertaining to the reigning
monarch was too trivial for
official investigation. While the
stringency with which
investigators pursued

David Cressy delivers ""What Not to Say: Dangerous Speech in Early Modern
Envland"

undutiful speech varied from
monarch to monarch. Professor
Cressy noted the abiding
concern of authorities with
speech thought treasonable
during the entire period under
consideration. In this regard.
one of Professor Cressy's more
significant observations
concerned the frequency with
which accused men and
women were brought to trial
and punished. Not every
accused person was tried. and
not every person found guilty
suffered punishment. which
could (and in some instances
did) include

execution. Royal pardon
emphasized the magnanimity
of the monarch and thereby
reinforced his or her authority.
Professor Cressy supported his
assertions with references to a
remarkable number of
documented cases. which
provided the opportunity for
audience members to
eavesdrop on the (sometimes
bawdy) conversations of
ordinary men and women in a
past age. By these means. the
lecture attempted to

(continued to page 4)

Pro/eJjor c.;
supporled hiJ

assertion.s with

re/erenceJ to a

retnarhahfe numher

01 documented caJeJ,

which provided. the

opporlurul q /or

a"dience memberJ to

eavesdrop on thec.;«: bawd~)

conoersalions 01
ord.in.arq men and

women in a

3



4

TUCSON, ARIZONA

David Cressy: At the feet of visiting scholars

(continued from page 3)

that he was the first
member of his family to
attend university along
with his experience
as a student during a
time of social flux in
the t 960s coalesced
to form a desire to
explore social and
cultural history.
Professor Cressy's
candor about his
motivation for
studying history, his
advice about devising
research questions and
writing successfully,
and his lively
responses to student
questions concerning
his work made his
visit to the seminar
one that will influence
us in our future
work .•

(L to R)Adam Duker, guest lecturer David Cressy, Amy Newhouse, Lizzy Ellis-Marino, Tad Meinke, Sean Clark,Tom Donlan, Paul
Buehler and Mary Kovel

reconstruct the popular political
culture of early modem
England.

The themes addressed in the
lecture corresponded with
Professor Cressy's professional
interest in examining the
relationship of those at the
center of political power and
cultural influence with ordinary
people on the margins of
society. Division students
learned more about the
motives for his exploration of
the dynamic between popular
and elite culture when Professor
Cressy visited the Division
Seminar on Thursday, February
7. When asked, "What makes
you tick as an historian," he
recalled his experience as a
student at Cambridge University
as formative. He admitted to
students that his study of
history is, ultimately,
autobiographical: his personal
experiences shaped his
professional interests. The fact

David and Valerie Cressy at San Xavier del Bac
Mission
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At the feet of visiting scholars

Hartmut Lehmann, Max Planck Institute
by Adam Duker, master's student

~

nThursday,
November 28,

.•... 2007, the Division
..../ was pleased to

welcome Professor
Hartmut Lehmann to Tucson to
explore the Reformations in the
light of modern religious history.
Professor Lehmann was the
founding director of the German
Historical Institute in Washington
and has published extensively.
He is the director emeritus of the
Max Planck Institute for History
in Gottingen. Professor Lehmann
and his wife, Sllke, graciously
traveled from Berkeley,
California, at the invitation of
Professor Thomas A. Brady, Jr.
Professor Lehmann had been
teaching a Reformation seminar
at the University of Califomia,
Berkeley, while Professor Brady
was busy directing the Division
seminar in Tucson as the Visiting
Heiko A. Oberman Chair of Late
Medieval and Reformation
Studies.

The evening began with a

delicious Italian meal and
excellent conversation at the
home of Professor and Mrs. Eric
and Luise Betterton. The
Betterton's beautiful home
provided the ideal setting to
explore Professor Lehmann's
work while accommodating
many distinguished guests. In
addition to Professor Brady and
his wife, Kathy, Division students
were graced with the presence
of Professor Susan C. Karant-
Nunn, Division director;
Professor Peter Foley, UA
Religious Studies; Professor Pia
Cuneo, UA Art History,
Professor Susan Crane, UA
History; and Dr. Hester
Oberman, daughter of Division
founding director, Heiko A.
Oberman.

In preparation for Professor
Lehmann's visit, Division
students read two of his articles
as well as his book "Martin
Luther in the American
Imagination" (Munich: W. Fink,
1988). Professor Lehmann

(L to R) Professor Thomas A. Brady. Jr.. Professor Susan C. Karant-Nunn. Professor
Hartmut Lehmann. Mrs. Katherine G. Brady. and Dr. Silke Lehmann

explained to us the history of
theological, historical,
ecclesiastical and cultural
understandings of Martin Luther
in America. A tension has
always existed among Lutheran
synods in America between
recent German immigrants who
desired a confessional Church
with a traditional German liturgy,
and second and third generation
Lutherans who had been
influenced by American
evangelicalism. The latter brand
of Lutheranism was culturally
and theologically
incomprehensible to the former
group. The American Lutherans
felt constrained by the recent
immigrants' Old World
confessions and sensibilities.
These tensions led to schisms,
but also to different conceptions
of the person and work of
Martin Luther.

Professor Lehmann explained
the origins, theological
trajectories, and cultural
peculiarities of the Missouri
Synod Lutheran Church. He also
focused on the differences
between American Reformed
historical scholarship on Luther
(such as the work of Phillip
Schaff) and American Lutheran
ecclesiological understandings
of Luther. Professor Lehmann
remarked that nineteenth-
century Luther scholarship
reveals far more about the
theological inclinations of
American historians working on
the Reformation than it does
about the sixteenth-century
German Reformer.

In all, Division students
benefited from a remarkable
evening with a world-class
scholar. •
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Aristotle and Phyllis
Urs Graf, c. 1515

The theme of Phyllis riding Aristotle was a prominent one in the
late Middle Ages. According to legend, the aged Aristotle was
enamored of Alexander the Great's mythical mistress. She agreed
to an affair if he would imitate a horse and ride her around the
garden on his back. Not even the world's smartest man was
immune to the wiles of women. This theme warned men to
beware of women .•
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M.A. experience at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln

The German Sermons Database Project
by Kory Bejus, doctoral student

~U
uring my time
working towards
my M.A. at the
University of
Nebraska-

Lincoln, I was Professor Amy
Nelson Burnett's research
assistant on the German
Sermons Database Project
(http://libr.unl.edu/german_
serrnons/). This project aims
to provide a comprehensive
online database that catalogs
the bibliographic data of all
sermons printed in German-
speaking lands from 1517 to
1650. We have been working
on it since 2005, and
presently the bibliography
contains nearly all sermons
printed from 1601- 162 1 as
well as collections of postils
(homilies that were
sometimes read aloud), and
other large sermon collections
printed from 1601-1650.

To scholars of the early
modem era, the value of
sermons is tremendous. These
oral presentations, whether
subsequently published or not,
served as a link between the
educated elite of society and
common people. They were
a tool that pastors used to
educate and indoctrinate their
congregations and in the
process to create confessional
identity. Sermons were not
limited to doctrine. Many
were written for specific types
of occasions and convey
attitudes toward particular
aspects of social life.
Wedding sermons, for
example, contain ideas about
the roles of men and women;
sermons attacking magic and
witchcraft allow us to
examine the perceived
relationship between science
and the supematural; and

New Year's sermons provide
details about local events.
Funeral sermons convey
pastoral ideals for both living
and dying. Scholars other
than historians can profit from
the use of these sources.
Experts on literature and the
fine arts can find in them
valuable information on the
objects of their own research.

The German Sermons
Database will allow
quantitative analysis of
sermon printing, which is now
a difficult task. It will also
permit scholars to search
through sermons based on a
number of different elements
other than title and author,
such as topic and keywords.
Instead of spending hours
sifting through various
databases and library
catalogs, the research will be
able to identify sources on a
variety of elements while
sitting in one place, and in
short order. The database will
inform the reader where the
physical editions of sermons
are located, making it
possible to plan in a more
orderly way which libraries
and archives to visit while in
German-speaking countries.

My contribution to this
project has been to search
other databases to find the
bibliographic data about the
sermons. I especially used the
"VD-l 7" (shorthand for the
Verzeichnis der lm deutschen
Sprachbereich erschienenen
Drucke des XVII. jahrhunderts
[a listing of all works printed
in Germanophone lands in the
seventeenth century]) and the
Karlsruhe Virtueller Katalog.
These two databases gave
me access to the library
catalogs of many

German and Swiss
libraries. Using keyword
searches, I compiled
lists of sermons for each
year. Professor Bumett
and I worked with
several members of the
University of Nebraska's
Digital Center, who
created a functional
database for us to enter
additional sermon data.
As my language skills
improved, Professor
Bumett entrusted me
with data entry.
(Therefore, any mistakes
from 1614-1621 are mine
and not hers!)

The time I spent on this
research project was
invaluable. It exposed me to
a new genre of sources. It
also removed some of my
presuppositions. I discovered
that some Reformed clergy
did print sermons and that
some Catholic sermons were
printed in the vemacular, not
just in Latin. Working in the
languages improved my
reading ability, helped build
theological vocabulary, and
exposed me to the vagaries
of spelling in Early New High
German. It also introduced
me informally to the popular
preachers of the time and
allowed me to glimpse the
shifting preoccupations and
popular topics of this era.

In 2007, Susan Karant-
Nunn was named to the
board of advisors of this
sermon project. She
conjectures that I may choose
to shape a dissertation topic
around materials that are
available in this important
emerging bibliography .•
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Alumni Placement
Robert J. Bast (PhD 1993)

University of Tennessee, Knoxville

James Blakeley (PhD 2006)

5t. Joseph's College

Andrew C. Gow (PhD 1993)

University of Alberta, Edmonton

Brad S. Gregory (MA 1989)

University of Notre Dame

Brandon Hartley (PhD 2007)

Derek Halvorson (MA 1998)

Sigrun Haude (PhD 1993)
University of Cincinnati

Benjamin Kulas (MA 2005)

Environmental Planning Group, Phoenix

Nicole Kuropka (MA 1997)

Max- Weber-Berufskolleg, Dusseldorf

Marjory E. Lange (PhD 1993. minor)

Westem Oregon University

Scott M. Manetsch (PhD 1997)
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Michael Milway (PhD 1997)

Jonathan Reid (PhD 2001)
EastCarolina University

Joshua Rosenthal (phD 2005)

Eric Leland Saak (PhD 1993)

Indiana University,
Purdue University, Indianapolis

Han Song (MA 2002)

Ernst &. Young, Boston

J, Jeffery Tyler (PhD 1995)

Hope College, Michigan

Joel Van Amberg (PhD 2004)
Tusculum College, Tennessee

Atilla Vekony (MA 1998)
Wheatmark, Inc.

Please visit us on the Internet: http://dlmrs. web.arizona.edu

Curtis V. Bostick (PhD 1993)

Southern Utah University

Michael W. Bruening (PhD 2002)

University of Missouri, Rolla

Robert J. Christman (PhD 2004)

Luther College, Iowa

Victoria Christman (PhD 2005)

Luther College, Iowa

Peter A. Dykema (PhD 1998)

ArkansasTech University

John Frymire (PhD 2001)
University of Missouri


